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s ',
/

. By JOHN B. LARSON

support of elections that took place in

Iraq today and continues to be optimistic
regarding the overall situation there. .

Yet the world and many here at home are

. skeptical. The administration’s decision to

hand-pick the governing council and the inten-

sity of the insurgents have created serious

doubt — particularly in the Arab world — that

there can be a valid election.
Iraq is near anarchy, with attacks on Iraal

The ‘president has been enthusiaétic inhis

and coalition officials taking place daily. Some -
observers predict that a civil war is not far off. -
With this in mind, there have been callsto post- .

pone the elections.
- Irespectfully disagree. ‘ ’
It’'s not that I'm optimistic about the results

—I'm not — but I firmly believe that to bring .

our troops home, the administration needs a
trueexitstrategy, and this election provides the
symbolic transfer of power that will pave the

‘way for that goal.

I opposed this war from the start and have
called for disengagement of our troops from

."Traa. However, I support the president in his in-

sistencethattheelectiongeforward.- o
We cannot simply cut and run. The Bush doc-
trine of pre-emption -and unilateralism has

" backed us into a corner. The situation we find

ourselves in is best summed up by a Greek
proverb that Thomas Jefferson famously
quoted when he said: “But as it is, we have the
wolf by the ears, and we can neither hold him
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‘the Guard, reservists and their  thema path forward.
families is disheartening. Although our troops have
This tragicloss of life is - performed remarkably, the
further compounded by the strategy created by the
cost of the war, which is more civilian Defense Department
than $200 billion and counting and the White House was
| v poorly coordinated and
- the United States sticks witha If the United States ~ predicated onoverly
departure timetable, Iraqi ik ith . optimistic assumptions,
authorities will have the best sticks witn a ‘misinformation, poor
_incentive to meet benchmarks departure tzmetable, ?teﬂfﬁncedagg aciu{:)rlght les
we set together. But if we stick rom Ahma abi
with the idministration"s ' . I qu authom tzes Wl_ ll Tt iseveryone’s hope that the
vague notion that U.S. troops have the best - elections are asuccess, no
should leave once Iraq is incentive to meet ) matter how limited. On each
. “stable,” the Iraqi government b h - k - tripl make to Bethesda Naval
can postpone the painfultask . - . enc marks we se - Hospital to visit our wounded,
of taking responsibility for its together Iknow what every motherand .
own destiny, and our troops ~ father knows in their heart:
will continue to pay the price. We need aresolution to end the
This exasperating reality is —unpaid for and partofan nission and bringhome the
* the quagmire intowhich'we . unprecedented deficit of -troops. We need to face facts
aresending brave Americans  nearly halfa trillion dollars, about the state of affairsin -
todie. Nearly 1,400 U.S. troops  addingtoa skyrocketing - Irag, and the administration
have lost their lives thus far, national debt that mustbe - needs to be honest with the.
' "and more than 10,000 have " borneby, amongothers,our =~ American people. The
- been wounded. Theenormous  menand women figt Ltmg situation in which wefind
i cost in human life— both our overseas.  ourselves doesnothavetobe .
~ soldiers’livesand thoseof . This war was driven by an drawn out even further —we .
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innocent Iraqls —is
staggering. The inability ofthe
administration to level with

" thé Ameriean people, our

_‘Iraql Elections

tr00ps especlally members of

_ 1deolog1cal belief thathasnow
exceeded our military grasp. It~

~'isled by an administration

_ unwilling to admit a mistake

while spouting hollow rhetoric -
" under the guise of patriotism

designed to limit dissent and
mask the reality of a mission
gone bad. This election gives

mustnot be in denial and make
the same mistakes we made in E

Vietnam and suffer the same
awful consequences.



